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Dederick Woodard 
Tutor and rapper

By ALEX PICKETT

There are few 30‑somethings as committed to St.

Petersburg's Southside youth as Dederick Woodard. Since

returning from the Marines eight years ago, the 31‑year‑

old St. Pete native has been involved in a plethora of

community outreach programs, from the Boys and Girls

Club to anti‑violence programs. The Christian rapper/poet

also shares his studio skills with children to promote

positive ways to express themselves. From inside his

tutoring room at the SPC Midtown campus, where he works

with kids through SPC's College Reach Out Program, here's

Woodard on:

Why he joined the Marines:

"I joined the Marines because I wanted to kill people. I was

angry. I destroyed that anger when I went into the Marines. I

learned how to deal with that violence...

"I didn't talk much. I kept it stuffed in. Now, people ask me why I talk so much,

but for 19 years, I was quiet."

His former drug use:

"I used to smoke weed and read the Bible. Then I asked the Lord to replace it."

His rapping advice:

"My brother used to tell me, 'Don't rap about nothing you aren't doing.'"

Why he tutors youth:

"I get to help people, and I get to train my mind at the same time. I found out

early when you help people, you grow."

Why kids listen to him:

"When you teach them that they can make a choice and you show them it can be

done ... they'll listen. They can tell when it's a joke. They can tell who is real. I try

to be as real as possible with them."

The biggest problem facing today's youth:

"It's real simple, but it's complicated, too. The simple part is they need to

genuinely know and trust that people love and care about them. The part that is

complex is doing that no matter how they come. Because they come wild and

crazy."

Editor's Note: The above has been edited from a version posted earlier. It now

includes amplification from Dederick Woodard on how joining the Marines helped

him.  
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About Dederick Woodard: 

Dederick Woodard is a Father of a wonderful daughter named Susanna, and a Husband of a 
phenomenal wife named Swiyyah N. Woodard. He is also former adjunct instructor for the Saint 
Petersburg College Corporate Training Learn to Earn Program. As a Motivational Speaker and 
Facilitator, he partners with various youth and community funding agencies throughout the Tampa 
Bay Area, and nationally as well. Mr. Woodard’s love of communication has brought him before 
countless families and youth for the purpose of enlightening and empowering to not only change how 
they receive information but how they experience it. He has been instrumental in conducing 
workshops through Great Conjunctions Corporation, Coordinated Child Care, Saint Petersburg College, 
The Boys and Girls Club of the Sun-Coast, and The City of Saint Petersburg/ TASCO Program just to 
name a few. 

As a Motivational Speaker, Dederick addresses business, social, educational, church, youth and parent 
groups. Through Mr. Woodard activation of his gift of speaking, he has and continues to provide 
educational developmental workshops such as "Assisting Your Child Taking Ownership of His or Her 
Education" which focuses on enlightening participants with information to be successful and 
empowering parents and students with the ability to take action when it comes to education. "You Are 
What You E.A.T." is another one of the workshops that he facilitates which focuses on what you 
expose to your dreams/goals, what you put in the atmosphere of your dreams/goals, and what you do 
with your time in relationship to your dreams/goals. These energizing, enlightening and empowering 
workshops are used to bring together parents and children in a fun way mapping out what it takes to 
make their children’s goals a reality. Mr. Woodard’s passion is that you do more than just dream your 
dreams; he speaks hoping that you may take measures to live your dreams. 
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GREAT CONJUNCTIONS CORPORATION 
2822 54th Avenue S. STE# 217, Saint Petersburg, Florida, 33712, Phone: 727-776-0291; 727-623-5081 E-Mail: 

DW@1DREAMONETEAM.COM 

Great Conjunctions Corporation Rate Sheet 

Program Name: “How to Soar in Excellence” 
Overview: This workshop enhances student's educational experience by sharing techniques that 
will assist students in getting a grasp on their position within their educational journey, so that 
they can make informed quality decisions. This will empower students to: identify where they are, 
identify where they want to be and identify how they are going to get there. This will be done 
through icebreakers and audience dialogue. 
Frequency: Meeting 1 session for up to an hour   

Rate: $3,000 for this Presentation 

Program Name: “Mapping Your Course” 
Overview: This is an introductory course provided by Great Conjunctions Corporation, which is 
designed to teach goal mapping concepts to students’ without a clue. Emphasis will be placed on 
preparing the participants to understand and apply key foundational skills and techniques to 
assist them with manifesting their goals. Participants will learn important principles of presenting 
and illustrating their ideas through the process of thinking it, speaking it, and doing it. 
Frequency: Meeting for  3 sessions for 1 hour per session (session times are negotiable)  

Rate: $5,000 for this Workshop Series 

Program Name: “Best Character” 
Overview: This program provides insight about the decision making process, and teaches 
participants how to evaluate themselves in the process. This is done to assist participants to 
develop “Eu-Stress” instead of developing “Dis-Stress”, and teaches the difference between the 
two so that they can make choices that positively affect their goals. 
Frequency: Meeting 2 sessions for 1 and ½ hours each session (session times are negotiable) 

Rate: $5,000 for this Workshop Series 

Program Name: “MIC’s Rap Program”
Overview: M.I.C.'s is an introductory course designed to teach rap and basic compositional 
concepts to male and female participants. Emphasis will be placed on preparing the participants 
to understand and apply the key foundational skills of being an efficient Rap Music presenter. 
Participants will learn important principles of presenting and illustrating their ideas through the 
process of rapping using a variety of forms of delivery and methodology. The learning objectives 
are: The relationship between Rap Music and Self-Control, How rap can assist you with 
manifesting your dreams, the perspective of the human experience, different styles of rap, and 
the basic skills of being a successful rap presenter. 
Frequency: Meeting for 8 sessions for 1 and ½ hours each  

Rate: $10,000 For this Workshop Series 

SPECIAL	PRICING	FOR	PACKAGE	DEALS	ARE	AVAILABLE	



This book is appealing to several types of readers. It has been written on three different 
levels, appealing to three different types of audiences.  The first level can appeal to all 
readers that enjoy witty inspirational stories.  The second level will appeal to those who 
are educated in subjects of Ident i fy ing Goals ,  Develop ing Goals  and 
Manifest ing Goals.  The third level of this book will appeal to those in tune with their 
own spirituality. 

About the Author: 

Mr.	 Dederick	 Woodard,	 who	 has	 successfully	
presented	 over	 500	 successful	 workshops,	 which	 have	
motivated,	empowered	and	engaged	the	participants,	will	
teach	 these	 sessions.	 	 	 Mr.	 Woodard’s	 experience	 has	
given	participants	of	all	ages	the	personal	and	specialized	
attention	 that	 is	 required	 to	 assimilate	 and	 apply	 the	
information	 at	 hand.	 His	 personal	 goal	 is	 to	 assist	 the	
instructors	 in	 their	 roles	 and	 efforts	 in	 connecting	
audiences	with	resources	and	techniques,	which	will	take	
them	to	the	next	level.	

1st Edition soft cover: ISBN: 978-0-9889457-0-8 Retail: 10.99 USD Price-encoded EAN Barcode* 
Dimensions: 5.5 x 8.5 124 Pages 
Young Adult and Adult Self-Help Book. Ages 13 and up, and “Dreamers” of all ages. 
Release: January 2016 Published by: Swiyyah Productions Inc. 
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Clients 

SPC College Downtown 
Campus 

� 

Coordinated Child 
Care 

� 

Pinellas County 
Schools 

� 

Wild-Wood Family 
Neighborhood Center 

� 
North-side Boys & Girls 
Club 

Royal Theatre Boys & Girls 
Club 

� 

SPC College Midtown 
Campus 

� 

City of Saint Petersburg 

� 

Promise Program Tampa, 
FL 

Artz4Life Program � � 

2015 Black and Brown College 
9th Annual Summit with  
Steve Harvey  

Johnson Branch Library Saint 
Petersburg, FL 

� � 

20th Street Church of Christ 
Tampa, FL 

Dream Center in Saint 
Petersburg, FL 

� � 

K.U.N.G.A Program � 

Federation of Famillies of 
Florida Inc. 

� 
� Faith Community Worship

Center 

R’ Club Inc., Thurgood Marshal 
Site, John Hopkins Site, Dunedin 
Site, Tarpon Springs Site 

� � Shekinah Glory Cathedral in Palm
River
 � � 
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Succeeding	in	School	
______________________________________________________	
Guest	Opportunity:	Dederick	Woodard,	Motivational	speaker,		
Goal	Expert,	Bully	Prevention	Expert,	and	Author	of	“Discover	U”		
______________________________________________________________	
As	the	school	year	begins,	the	anxiety	of	classes	and	the	desire	to	succeed	
can	be	a	heavy	load	on	any	student.		How	can	you	keep	your	eyes	on	the	
goal	in	the	face	of	enormous	odds?		Motivational	speaker,	Dederick	
Woodard,	can	help	you	realize	how	to	reach	the	finish	line.				
___________________________________________________________	
Dederick	Woodard	can	discuss	this	by	answering	the	following	
Questions:	
• How	can	one	beat	all	the	pressure	of	a	new	school	year?
• What	should	a	student	be	worrying	about	this	new	school	year?
• How	can	students	keep	their	eyes	on	the	ultimate	goal?
• How	to	address	bullying?
_____________________________________________________________
Meet	Dederick	Woodard:
• Goal	Expert
• Motivational	Speaker
• Author	of	“Discover	U”
• Bully	Prevention	Expert

For	information	on	Dederick’s	book	visit	
http://www.1dreamoneteam.com/mr.-dederick-woodard.html	
Dederick	Woodard	is	available	for	interviews.	
Contact:	727-776-0291	
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You	Can	Reach	the	Top	

______________________________________________________	
Guest	Opportunity:	Dederick	Woodard,	Motivational	speaker,	Bully	
Prevention	Specialist	and	Author	of	“Discover	U.”	

Hopeless	at	a	young	age,	Dederick	Woodard,	fought	his	way	out								
of	hopelessness	and	becoming	hopeful	to	become	a	National	speaker	
and	published	author	of,	“Discover	U.”	
He	is	now	ready	to	talk	to	your	listeners	on	how	they	can	reach	their	
dreams	and	experience	them.	
___________________________________________________________	
Dederick	Woodard	can	discuss	this	by	answering	the	following	
questions:	
• What	can	people	do	in	order	to	achieve	their	goals	in	life?
• How	do	people	work	to	get	around	obstacles	to	reach	their	goals?
• How	do	people	work	to	break	down	their	inner	obstacles?
___________________________________________________________

Meet	Dederick	Woodard:	

• Nationally	Acclaimed	Speaker
• Bully	Prevention	Specialist
• Author	of	“Discover	U”

For	information	on	Dederick’s	book	visit	
http://www.1dreamoneteam.com/mr.-dederick-woodard.html	
Dederick	Woodard	is	available	for	interviews.	
Contact:	727-776-0291	
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May	19,	2014	

Letter	of	Recommendation	

I	would	like	to	bear	witness	to	the	employable	qualities	noticed	during	a	“	Living	
Your	Dreams	Seminar”,	put	on	by	Motivational	Speaker	and	Author,	Dederick	
Woodard.	Mr.	Woodard	connected	with	the	crowd	by	starting	out	with	one	of	his	
many	pieces	called	“	Shackled”.	Shackled	caused	the	crowd	to	go	to	a	place	where	
some	of	us	had	never	been	before.	This	was	an	icebreaker	that	really	caught	our	
attention.	The	icebreaker	not	only	caught	our	attention,	but	because	the	piece	was	
so	authentic	it	demanded	our	respect	and	forced	us	to	be	present	in	that	moment.	
The	Seminar	was	thought	provoking	because	some	rhetorical	questions	were	asked	
and	some	required	a	response	to	engage	the	crowd.	There	were	many	things	that	
the	audience	could	walk	away	with,	but	the	primary	two	that	I	sheltered	was	that	
we	should	have	a	coach,	a	true	friend,	and	a	mentor.	The	other	was	that	we	should	
make	sure	that	a	frequent	evaluation	is	done	on	our	lives,	our	progress,	and	where	
we	are	striving	to	be.		If	I	had	to	rate	the	seminar	from	a	1	–	10,	I	would	rate	it	as	a	
nine!!	I	would	choose	a	9	because	there	is	always	room	for	improvement,	whether	
it	be	to	speak	more	fluently	etc…	and	also	I	believe	that	if	I	was	asked	whether	I	
would	think	that	other	students	and	adults	could	benefit	from	the	seminar,	I	would	
say	yes	and	recommend	this	specific	workshop!	

Thank	You		
Candice Billingsley 
St.Petersburg	College	Student	Government	Senator	
Board	Member	of	Parent	Support	for	Education	Council	Inc.	
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Photos of Events 

MLK	Banquet	With:	Pastor	Ward,	Clifton	Davis	and	Dr.	Sevel	Brown	

Black	Activist	Rashida	Strober	

Producer	Will	Packer	

The	Artist	CeeLo	Green	 Saint	Petersburg	David	Klement	 Award	Winner	Author	Swiyyah	Woodard	
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At	the	Carter	G.	Wilson	Museum		
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Kings	and	Queens	Program	Series	

Black	and	Brown	College	Bound	Conference	



Poetry	Event	at	SPC	Royal	Theatre	Event	

Live	Your	Dreams	Workshop	Series	SPC	Downtown	Event	

With	Pastor	Kyle	Rodgers	
Rocking	the	MIC	

With	Pastor	Kyle	Rodgers	and	
Delatorro	McNeal	III	

With	Superbowl	Champion	Archbishop	Earl	Christy	
“And	he	let	me	Hold	His	Superbowl	Ring”	


